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DCPS Funding Categories Defined and Operating Dollars Allocated 
Operating Dollars Allocated, as a Percentage of DCPS FY 2021 Approved Gross Budget 

Category  Description  

Local Schools  

[84 percent of operating 

dollars] 

All staff, services, and materials directly in a school’s budget (e.g.  principals, 

classroom teachers, and supplies). 

Central Office  

[16 percent of operating 

dollars] 

 

Centralized Operations 

[3 percent of operating 

dollars]  

Budget management, oversight, and centralized administration for the school 

district (e.g., The Office of Elementary Schools that supports early childhood 

and elementary leaders, teachers, and programming).  

School Support 

[13 percent of operating 

dollars]  

All staff, services, and materials that are budgeted centrally but directly support 

schools (e.g., food services, security guards, and substitute teachers).  

Source: DCFPI’s analysis of DC Council Budget Office data provided by Mary Levy on June 2, 2021. 

TABLE 1. 
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https://washingtoncitypaper.com/article/186341/dc-public-schools-central-office-appears-bloated-and-opaque/
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DCPS’s New Funding Model Incorporates Student-Based Budgeting 
Category  Description  Weight  Per-Student $ Amount  

Base amount  Funding schools get for every single 

student, regardless of characteristics   

1.0  $5,973  

Early Childhood 

Education  

Funding schools receive for each PK3 & 4 

student  

0.3  $1,792  

Early Learning Center  Funding schools only serving PK3 & 4 

receive for each student they serve  

0.85  $5,077  

K-8 Education Campus  Funding for schools that serve K-8 

students in the same building   

0.25  $1,493  

Special Education 

Campus  

Funding for schools that only serve 

students receiving special education 

services  

0.45  $2,688  

Special Education  Funding schools receive for each student 

receiving special education services  

0.3  $1,792  

English Language 

Learner  

Funding schools receive for each student 

designated as an ELL  

0.3  $1,792  

“At-Risk” greater than 

40%  

Funding that schools that are more than 

40% “at-risk” receive per “at-risk” 

student  

0.2  $1,195  

“At-Risk” greater than 

70% (middle and high 

school grades only)  

Funding that schools that are more than 

70% “at-risk” receive per “at-risk” 

student  

0.2  $1,195  

Note: DCPS allocates the majority of schools’ “at-risk” funds through the UPSFF “at-risk” program grant. The “at-risk” weights in this 

chart reflect the new “at-risk” concentration weights that DCPS added to provide even more “at-risk” dollars to schools with high 

percentages of “at-risk” students and are funded outside of the UPSFF “at-risk” grant.  

Source: DCPS, “Student Based Funds,” DCPSBudget.com   

TABLE 2. 

https://www.future-ed.org/a-primer-on-student-based-budgeting/
https://dcpsbudget.com/budget-model/fy23-student-based-allocations/
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https://dcpsbudget.com/budget-model/fy23-staffing-ratio-allocations/


The Updated DCPS Budget Model Includes a Limited Number of Staff-Based Allocations 
Staff Position or Category  Ratio  

Principal  1 per school  

Early Childhood Education  1 teacher and 1 aide: 16 PK3 students  

1 teacher and 1 aide: 20 PK4 students  

1 teacher and 1 aide: 17 mixed age PK students  

English Language Learners  1 teacher: 22 ELL students  

0.5 teacher: 11-16 ELL students  

Special Education Staff  Allocated based on programmatic need  

School Counselors  1 counselor: 400 middle school students  

1 counselor: 250 high school students  

Librarian  1 per school  

Psychologists and Social Workers  Allocated based on programmatic need  

Custodial Staff  1 Foreman per school  

1 RW-5 per school  

1 RW-3 per school  
Source: DCPS, “Staffing Ratio Allocations,” DCPSBudget.com  
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TABLE 3. 

https://dcpsbudget.com/budget-model/fy23-staffing-ratio-allocations/
https://dcpsbudget.com/budget-model/fy23-program-grant-allocations/
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https://dcpsbudget.com/
https://dcpsbudget.com/budget-data/school-budgets/school-budget-worksheets/
https://dcpsbudget.com/budget-data/school-budgets/school-budget-data-visualization/
https://dme.dc.gov/service/public-education-facility-planning
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