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Students and Families Likely to Benefit from the District’s

Expansion of Community Schools
By Soumya Bhat

The concept of schools serving as community hubs that connect children and their families to other
services is getting a boost in the District. The budget that took effect July 1 will enable the city’s
pilot Community Schools program to expand to two more sites and provides for evaluation
measures that will help to assess whether the program is reaching its goals.

The idea behind the Community Schools model is that if public schools provide services beyond
those that are purely educational, ultimately, students and their families will see benefits.
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As the pilot project expands, it is important to set clear goals and document how the program
affects students and families. The budget includes an additional $66,000 to supportt this evaluation.
Tracking school readiness, student attendance, adult education, and other indicators can help
measure the model’s effects on student learning, health, and family engagement over time.

DCFPI will be following the progress and evaluation of Community Schools. Stay tuned to the
District’s Dime for updates.
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